ExEcuTiVE DEPARTMENT,
Annapolis, December 28th, 1836,

Lentlemen of the Senate, ‘
= and of the House of Delegates: Ll
5 In discharging, on the present occasion, the customary dus
Ay of submitting to you, at the commencement of your ses-
sion, such matters of public concern as may seem to demand
the consideration of the General Assembly, we cannot re-
frain, in the outset of this communication, from congratula-
ting you, and the people of the State at large, upon the res-
~oration of peace and quiet within our borders; upon. the
~:/’harmony which prevails among our citizens; and upon. the
Draiseworthy desire, manifested in every quarter, of uniting
~%ealously and in the best spirit,.for the advancement of the
rue glory and welfare of the State. ’ |
There is, in our upinion, no truth more obvious, or acarces
ly more important to be known and recognized in every

ell regulated Government, than that the undue prevalence
.

&nd excitement of the spirit of party are calculated to disturh
““jhe peace of society, and create serious and permanent
viis in the body politic. This salutary lesson is exempli-
~*8ed i the history of all Governments, but it is more parti-
~“cularly striking in those whose foundations are hased .u[)on_
Republican principles. If it were liecessary to trivel be.
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ond he Limils of our own observation and experience to
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=5la01ish N futa of these remarks, We mlght ShOW’ lhat in

the anarchy and consequent destraction of most, if not ali
e n : :

he free Governments of koth 2agient asd moderr times,
2n wnllamed party spirit has been a most prominent and eff.
cient agent,  But it is not necessary to do se. In oyro vii

times—here—in our own State, and belore Our 0wn eyes—
have we witnessed the extreme to which the undue induyl-
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gence of the spirit of party leads, Bat, happily, ia our case,

the patriotism of the community was aroused to the dan~

gers with which we were threatenod and she facu~ af sb .
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rece_xll.t occurrences fu{nishes a practi'cal illustration of the
stability of free Institutions, when sapported by a patriotic
and intelligent people. a ‘



